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Please Pray For... 

¶ Please pray for my clients who 
have lost loved ones through 

death or divorce.   The holidays 

are extremely difficult for 

them, so pray that they feel the 

comfort of God's love.  

¶ Pray for provision for the needs 
of clients and others in our 

midst who are struggling finan-

cially this season.  

¶ Please pray for safe travels for 
Scott and me as we voyage to 

the Midwest this Christmas to 

visit my daughter and son -in 

law.  

Crystal  

¶ My kids as they grow and ma-
ture in a world that is often full 

of confusion. The hope would 

be that when they enter into 

struggles, they would then 

move in healthy directions.  

¶ Marriages in our communities 
that are struggling with con-

stant strife, that there would be 

places of connection and rest in 

their relationship.  

¶ Genesis Institute as we coun-
sel, support and encourage 

those with whom we sit.  

¶ Favorite Counseling Book: The 
Healing Path ð Dan Allender  

Todd 

¶ Please pray for wisdom when 
working on boundaries with 

clients. That God would use me 

to encourage people towards 

bold love.  

¶ That the rhythm of the holidays 
would serve as a restful time to 

worship and enjoy family.  

Amanda 

THE SUPPORT OF 
PEOPLE LIKE YOU 

MAKE IT POSSIBLE 
TO EXPAND THE 
SERVICES WE 

PROVIDE. 

¶ God's great  wisdom and direc-
tion for my clients as they face 

t r e m e n d o u s  c h a l l e n g e s 

and difficult decisions.  

¶ For my clients to find their faith 
and hope in Christ as they 

struggle in managing their 

emotions, and learn to connect 

more deeply in their relation-

ships.  

¶ Prayers for my children  that 
they  manage their schedules 

well, juggling school, home-

work, extra curricular activi-

ties, family time,  and socializ-

ing with their friends.  

Katrina 

Follow Us On 

Facebook!  

Go to Genesis Institute Spokane!  

The Heart of Genesis 

G E N E S I S  I N S T I T U T E 

December 2016  

(Bob Bishopp is a Genesis co-founder, former board member, and  past Courageous 

Parenting leader.  He wrote this letter to Dr. Stanley Mukolwe after our Evening of 

Stories event) 

Dr. Stanley,  

I have felt compelled to write to you for some time ever since Dave Hutchins told 

me about the dialogue that has been evolving with you regarding Courageous 

Parenting. Were it not for our mutual friend, Sam Hershey, the book might never 

have been written much less published. Sam and I became friends in the early 

70õs when he was involved with the Navigatorsõ campus ministry at Washington 

State University. Sam later moved to California but we continued to keep in touch 

through the years.  

One day in 1999, Sam called to ask if Meg and I were still volunteering in a par-

enting ministry. He was curious about the curriculum we were using. I told him 

that it was one largely developed by Dave Hutchins in collaboration with Kevin 

Huggins. I told him that it had proven to be very effective helping parents under-

stand the importance of pursuing the heart motivations of their teens. He asked if 

I could get a copy of it to him by 10 AM the next morning which I agreed to do.  

 A few weeks later, Dave Hutchins got a phone call from Kent Wilson, the new 

publisher for NavPress. Unbeknown to Dave and me, Sam had taken the parent-

ing manuscript with him to Colorado Springs and given it to Kent Wilson. Kent 

was calling to ask Dave if he had ever thought about publishing it. Kent said that 

NavPress was looking for parenting materials that were not formula driven or 

linear in their thinking. He was very impressed that our curriculum focused on 

the need for parents to change versus expecting their kids to. Not long after that 

initial conversation, Dave had a contract and an advance from NavPress to write 

the book.  

It is absolutely thrilling to know that God is using òCourageous Parentingó in 

your ministry there in Africa! I am humbled and awestruck every time I think 

back to what God has accomplished through the Courageous Parenting ministry 

at Genesis not to mention what He has done in my own family.  

Inside the cover of my original copy of òCourageous Patentingó Dave Hutchins 

wrote these wordséóSo much of your own journey is pictured in these pages; 

your hopes, your pain, your desires, your darkest moments.ó He was so right. He 

closed by saying òmay we use this book to bless others as we have been 

blessed.ó It would appear that the story continues. 

I hope you have been blessed by the òback storyó of how òCourageous Parent-

ingó came to be. The Navigators have been involved since the very beginning! 

Your brother in Christ,  

Bob Bishopp 
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How Courageous Parenting Began 



As we celebrate this glorious Christmas season, all our 

board and staff are intimately aware of Godõs ongoing 

goodness to this ministry at Genesis over the last year. 

So many of you have blessed us by your prayers, pas-

sion, volunteering, and ongoing investment into this 

good work.  

We started 22 years ago with what felt 

like a very small seed faith. God con-

tinues to develop us into something 

much greater for his kingdom purpos-

es. Our ministry will next year ap-

proach 13,000 served since our hum-

ble beginning. We all are amazed at 

Godõs goodness and His provision for 

this work of the new heart. The bibli-

cal counseling, leadership training, and mentoring 

needs will be even greater for us as we enter 2017, and 

we continue to need your prayer and help for greater 

kingdom impact.   

There was a very encouraging e -mail recently sent to 

me from a pastor that attended our Genesisõ Evening of 

Stories dessert  event. I think his visionary words best 

expressed not only the present soul caring work, but 

ring true as our future hope of Godõs expanding work in 

this ministry: òCONGRATULATIONS!!! This was a tre-

mendous event. I was thrilled to participate. I am so ex-

cited for all this could mean for Genesis Institute.  PS-I 

mentioned this event, and Genesis, in my sermon the 

following Sunday.ó I was deeply encouraged by my 

friendõs gracious words, for we see Godõs transforming 

work in so many lives being profoundly changed. Even 

though we have witnessed Godõs glorious work this year, 

he reminds us all that great opportunity is in store for 

Godõs work to spread through this ministry.  

At Genesis, we offer some year -end 

reflections of Jesusõ incarnation as a 

gift to all of us. We know there is a 

foundational hope in Jesusõ advent 

with the angelõs announcement of 

the birth of the Christ child, and 

heavenly host glorious response 

from long ago, òGlory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace to men 

on whom his favor restsó (Luke 

2:13). We too offer this message of deep peace and 

Godõs favor into a desperate world in need of a real 

hope. Like my pastor friendsõ visionary words above, I 

too am excited for all this could mean in our ministry life, 

as we faithfully communicate the 

life changing message of Jesus.  

Warmly in Christ,  

Dave  
Executive Director  

Excited For All This Could Mean 

ò...we see Godõs 

transforming work in so 

many lives being 

profoundly changed.ó 
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I have just returned from a two week 

training trip to South Africa to estab-

lish summer camps for orphans of 

South Africa and beyond. Needless to 

say, the short time there proved to be 

both inspiring and depressing for me. 

It was certainly  filled with the demise 

of any idealism I may have had about 

Africa. All the reading I had done 

about this country and the purposeful 

conversations I had with others con-

nected with Africa, still didnõt prepare me to 

absorb the culture that I found myself in.  

I would say that in South Africa I came to be 

aware that family relationships generally are 

very fractured due to the issues of abandon-

ment, addictions, abuse and sexual promiscui-

ty. Glenda, a 40 year old African mother of two 

boys, described her bringing up as chaotic, 

overwhelming and lonely. By her own admission she be-

lieves her circumstance is very common throughout the 

country. She was abused by the age of 6 years old by many 

step-fathers. She also told me that as a teenager, when the 

last step-father came home from work, all the kids hid in 

their rooms until he left in the morning. Then one day he 

came home from work early, packed everything  in the 

house into a trailer, and left all the kids and bills for his wife 

to deal with. Not a word was spoken, either from him or her 

mother since she found out. For over forty years she has 

kept those secrets and emotions inside her and has tried to 

be the ògood girló who never upsets anyone. Today she is 

beginning to take small steps to heal and find the courage 

Page 5 

Different Cultures...Same Issues 

to tell her story and to be a different kind of mother to her 

boys while they are still home.      

Her story reminded me of the Courageous Parenting 

groups that I am involved with here at Genesis. Parents are 

given a chance to tell their stories (perhaps for the first 

time like Glenda) and get support as they seek restoration 

and healing in their own lives. They can then begin to 

move on into becoming the most influential person their 

children will ever have ð and to love them deeply. All of 

these things require only one ingredient - a willing heart no 

matter where one lives or what circumstances they have 

had.  

Genesis and Summit Church will 

be hosting a half day seminar 

that will be based on the Coura-

geous Parenting book and class 

on January 14th beginning at 

8:30am and ending by 12:30pm. 

This is an open, no cost seminar.  

It will be held at the Summit Church facility. We also begin 

another 12 week class at Summit starting Tuesday, January 

24th at 6:30 pm.  If there are enough interested parents, a 

second class will begin at the Genesis office starting Thurs-

day, January 26th at 6:30pm.. 

For more information about the seminar or class at Summit 

Church, contact Heather @ 509 -443-8079. For the same 

class at Genesis call 509-467-7913 or go to our website at 

www.genesisinstitute.org.  

Dennis 

ò[It] still didnõt prepare me to 

absorb the culture that I 

found myself in.ó 


